











HOUSING

One only need drive through a reservation area to realize the poor
quality of Indian Housing. One or two room wooden buildings without
plumbing are the norm here. Again, lack of employment opportunities is
a major factor behind this situation.

On such a tour, one would also nobe a fair swattering of new, fully
modern homes, A break has been made with the past and through various
Federal housing programs the Indian people are finally finding some de-
cent housing available to them, This the commission applauds,

R. We recommend that the Indian communities continue (or even
accelerate) their participation in these Federal housing programs meet-—
ing their needs.

S. We recommend that the State government continue its supporting
efforts to bring Federal housing appropriations into the state for im-
provement of Minnesota Indian housing conditions.

T. We further recommend:

1, That the varlious state and PFederal agencies contributing to one house
ing project coordinate their activities in such a manner that each completes
its work at about the same time so that the homes are available for use

at the earliest possible time,

2. 1hat arrangements be made to facilitate the participation of the smaller
resarvations in the Federal housing programs, where they desire to do so,

3, that agencies funding Indlan housing programs grant recognition to the
undesirable effagets, from an Indian viewpoint, of interferring with a
culturally normal pattern of living, and allow (or even require, programs
funded by them to reflect Indian preference of scattered not row housing.

L. that use of economic development matehing funds be considered in the



formation or development of Indian community housing programs, (The
possibility of individuél credit being guaranteed by the Tribal groups,
under certain conditions, should also be considered,)

The housing needs of the urban Indian also needs much attention.
Minneapolis housing people feel that as a group the Indian people are
the most poorly housed.

U. We recommend that there be increased activity on the part of
the Twin City Indian community and the Twin City housing agencies to
devise and facilitate a program of improved housing for urban Indians.
Increased Indian participation on program formulating boards would appear
to be a must here, as well as employment of Indian outreach personnel,

in the implementation of any housing program,
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EDUCATION

The Indian student drop out rate in Minnesota Public Schools runs
at 60% in both urban and reservation areas. As a group then, the Indian
people are at a great disadvantage educationally. For the most part, the
Indian student has adequate educational facilities available; but there is
an alienation that occurs which, coupled with a lack of incentives, moves
the Indian student to give up as early as age 14 in Jr., Highs: the school
books badly misrepresent the Indian; non-Indians, teachers included, fre-
quently seem to be making him feel badly; and even if school is finished,
it makes too little difference, or so many of the Indian students think.,
So why should they try?

To deal with this situation, a series of outreach programs would seem
to be essential: extra effort to understand the Indian's needs and make
him feel comfortable.

V, We recommend that the State Department of Education and the local
School Boards place considerable emphasis in the following areas:

1. EFach school system needs to have a good relationship with the Indian
community. Efforts need to be made to have the parents realize the im-
portance of education to their children and to support their attendence.
Indian parents need to have é say in the running of their schcols, Parents
and students alike need to have channels open through which they can feel
welcome in presenting complaints énd problems that are keeping the child-
ren out of school,

2. Teachers need to be oriented to the training of minority students just
as they are trained in math and English, They need to be aware of the
problems confronting Indian students and knowledgeable on how to deal with

them, Increasing the number of Indian teachers would foster identification.
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on the part of the Indian student with the professional, educated In-
dian,

3. Materials presented in the class room need to present a fair and more
realistic view of the Indian's culture and his role in society, past and
present, FExtra effort must be made to widen horizons and increase in-
centives for the Indian students by the inclusion of field trips and
social activities in the curriculum,

L. In response to the school consolidation to take effect in July, 1971,
special attention will have to be given to increased Indian representation
of school boards, particularly in areas affected by this change. It is
the opinion of this commission that Indian students should not be bussed
into consolidated schools until ﬁhe kth grade, Creative alternatives may
be required to avoid the bussing of young elementary students any more
than is absolutely essential.

5. The State government needs to continue and strengthen it's support

and efforts to bring Federal education monies into the state for improved
Indian education,

The Indian Scholarship Program continues to be very successful and
finances the education of more Indian students every year,

W, We recommend a substantial increase in the Indian Scholarship
Program's funding and urge consideration be given their request for $150,000
from the Legislature and $150,000 from the Congress for the next biennium,

X. We further recommend that there be an Indian placed on the State
Indian Scholarship Committee and that all recognized Indians be made

eligible for the Indian Scholarship Program.
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It is the opinion of this commission that the Indian people make

limited use of the State Vocational Schools which are tutition free to

age 21,

Y, We recommend that the Indian communities, the public school
system, and the B.I.A, Employment Assistance Program put forth increased
efforts to help the Indian young people make greater use of the State

Vocational Schools,
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HEALTH AND WELFARE

Reflecting his inadequate housing and limited employment opportunities,
the Indian's health is poorer and participation in welfare is greater than
for thé population at large. Indians, who represent L% of the persons on
welfare in Minnesota, make up only .8% of the total population,

Z, We recommend that these health and welfare programs and services
continue to be administered to Indian citizens on the basié of need.

Due to historical factors, Minnesota Indians are eligible for a broad-
er range of health and welfare services than the average Minnesota citizen.
The Public Health Service maintains Indian hospitals at Red Lake and Cass
Lake and a clinic at White Earth. Other eligible Minnesota Indians parti-
cipate in contractual programs through the county welfare offices, as do
other low income Minnesota families, However, 9 such communities also
receive financial assistance from the Public Health Service,

Many Indian persons appear not to fully understand the workings of
the contractual health services, The same can be said of new welfare
workers, For these reasons, a continuing program of communication and
education with reference to these services would be desirable.

With the high mobility of the Indian people, the county residency
requirement hampers many otherwise eligible Indians from receiving wel-
fare payments, State Welfare people feel that increased communication
between the Indian and the County Welfare Office as to dates of moves
and changes of address would help to alleviate this problem, as eligible

persons should be receiving assistance from somewhere,
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CONCLUSION

This concludes the 1967-68 report of the Indian Affairs Commission,
If it is the wish of the 1969 Legislature to renew this commissioﬁ, it
stands ready to move forward in a positive manner with the program out-
lined herein.

We close with a thought from Prime Minister Trudeasu of Canada:
"We must never fofget that in the long run a democraéy is judged by the
way the majority treats the minority... Every government must accept
the responsibility for the rights of thé citizens within its own juris-
diction. Canada as a whole suffers when any of her citizens is denied

his rights, for that injustice places the rights of all in jeopardy."
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APPENDIX
1968 POLICY STATEMENT OF THE NCAI

Following is the policy statement passed at the Omaha convention
of the National Congress of American Indians:

"Policy Statement

The American Indian is unique both as to opportunities and as to
problems. No other group of citizens stand in precisely the same re-
lation to the Federal Government. This relationship is deeply rooted
in treaties and laws which gives the United States responsibility for
the protection of Indians and their resources. In addition to these
special rights and protections he is entitled to enjoy the same rights,
privileges, and services as do other citizens.,

"Despite the treaties, the special Indian Rights, and this exer-
cise of responsibility by the Federal Government, our Indian people have
never attained true parity as American citizens, The social and eco-
nomic conditions of many Indian people, when compared to that of the
general population, almost defy comprehension. Adult Indians living
on reservations are, as a group, only half as well educated as other
citizens, their life expectancy is one third less, and their average
annual income is 2/3 less, Nine out of ten of their homes are com-
paratively unfit for human habitation and their unemployment rate is
several times above the national average.

"The evidence is conclusive that these Indian people do not share
equitably in the bounty of their homeland--the world's richest nation,

"Despite a prolonged Federal effort to improve Indian well being,
progress has been slow., Some of the major causes for this slowness
have been:

"1, Federal Indian policy has suffered extreme pendulum swings
from over paternalism to threatened termination of federal pro-
tection of Indian lands and resources and vital community services,
The Indian people have never had an opportunity to key their own
efforts to stable, secure, and predictable Federal programs.

"2, Indian people have been falsely encouraged by attractive Fe-
deral programs only to find them fade and disappear because of
lack of appropriations., Programs without funding or with inade-
quate funding have constantly confused and disappointed the Indian
Tribes,

13, Long range tribal planning has been discouraged by the hover=-
ing spectre of termination, On the one hand the Federal Government
has talked of itself as a 'partner" available to work with the In-
dians in their expanding the developing future. On the other hand,

22



the Congressional Policy for termination has lingered like a death
sentence under constant appeal by the Indians for commutation,

"4, The Social, political, economic, cultural, and geographical
isolation of many tribal groups have mitigated against their effect-
ive utilization of available government programs and services from
agencies other than the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Division
of Indian Health.

"5. Much of the energy of our tribes has been expended, not in
creative long range planning, not in projects and activities to
uplift their people but in a "back to the wall fight" to preserve
and protect their special rights as Indians, such as treaty rights,
against the never ending assults that would wipe them out should
the Indians' vigilance ever be relaxed,

"Until positive and dynamic action is undertaken by the legislative
and executive branches of government to correct these major conditions,
a large percentage of Indian people will never achieve the full economic
and social parity to which they are entitled.

"The National Congress of American Indians, speaking for almost
400,000 American Indians who continue to maintain their special rela-
tionship with the Federal Government, has consistently advocated the
adoption of a long range Indian policy by our government that would
permit the following:

"l. Self determination by the Indian people in their quest for
social and economic equality.,

"2, Protection of Indian lands and resources and maintenance of
tax-exempt Status for income derived from such lands,

"3, Maximum development of the human and natural resources of
Indians with the assistance of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and
all other federal agencies offering programs and services to re-
lieve conditions of poverty among all Americans,

"4o. Maximum participation of Indian tribal governing units and
rank and file tribal members in all programs directed to Indian
reservations and Indian communities,

"5. The right of Indian people to enjoy the same rights, privi-
leges and immunities accorded to all citizens of the nation..

"May we conclude by saying a word about Indian participation in
the Poor People's March and other public demonstrations,

"We, as individuals, as a race and as a social and economic minority
may have suffered more than others and our problems, as we said in the
beginning, are uniquely Indian. Therefore, our solutions must be uniquely
Indian, We can achieve more by our own methods., As a relatively small
segment of poor society, our special needs can be lost in the welter of
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the disorganized millions of poor people the leaders of whom have little
knowledge of the special problems and circumstances of the Indian people.

"We Indians and our chosen spokesmen can best speak for ourselves,

"May we at this convention express our sympathy for the poor people
of America and encourage our Indian people to work as they wish in their
behalf, But may we Indians and Indian organizations in working for our
Indian poor, particularly those on our reservations, avoid the use of
public demonstrations and seek to accomplish our ends through our regular
organizations and governmental channels,"
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FOOTNOTES

Minnesota Legislature, Senate; Report of the Senate Interim Committee
on Indian Affairs to_the 1951 Leglslature p. 3.

Ibid., p. 4.

Orfield; A Study of the Termination Policy; (N,C.A.I,, Denver) pp. 1-2

®

Budgeted and non budgeted Indian Schools do receive Federal funds such
as Johnson - O'Malley and P L. 478 funds,

Hospitals or clinic¢s are maintained by P.H.S, at Red Lake, Cass Lake,
and White Earch and nine other Indian communities receive financ1al
assistance from P.H.5. for their health programs.

Minnesota Legislature, Senate; Report of the Senate Interim Commlttea
on Indian Affairg to the 1951 Legislature; p. 3.






